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Spring is here and the animals and plants of Duhallow are beginning to wake up from the 

long, wet winter. Daffodils are starting to bloom, and the weather is getting warmer and the 

days a little longer. The following provides a short update on the Raptor LIFE project: 

IRD Duhallow says farewell to LIFE project scientists 

IRD Duhallow would like to wish outgoing project scientists, Dr Fran Igoe and Kieran 

Murphy, the best of luck in their new endeavours. Fran has taken a senior position with the 

Local Authority Water and Communities Office and is coordinating public participation in 

water management at the regional level in Ireland. Kieran is building on his experience in 

ecological monitoring and freshwater management. Both will be sorely missed.  

Our new project scientists, Dr Ilse Corkery and John Ballinger, are a husband and wife team 

and start their new jobs with Raptor LIFE in mid-April. Ilse is an ecologist from University 

College Cork, with expertise in evaluating the risks posed by afforestation to vulnerable 

habitats and bird species in Ireland. John has just completed an EPA research project (update 

below), investigating bottom up approaches to catchment management. John has experience 

implementing environmental monitoring programmes in his native New Zealand.  

Placement of nesting baskets for Merlin with the SPA and SAC 

The LIFE project in conjunction with Michael O’Clery for  

Birdwatch Ireland, has been busy placing baskets to 

encourage Merlin to nest. The biggest difficulty with doing 

this was not scaling the trees, but trying to find suitable 

habitat. When upland bog/heather locations were found, some 

had to be dismissed due to active turf cutting. This activity 

would be taking place during the nesting period and as the 

Merlin are shy birds, it would discourage the birds from nesting or even abandoning nests. 

Monitoring completed on important Hen harrier roost 

Survey work led by local bird expert, Dr Brin McDonnell, is now drawing to a close on what 

is possibly Ireland's most significant winter roost for Hen harrier. Since November 2015, the 

RaptorLIFE team together with a group of volunteers have been surveying the winter roost, 

which is located outside of the Special Protection Area. 

Surveys have been conducted at dusk, just as the birds return from their feeding forays to 

their roosts, to shelter from the severe winter weather. To ensure an accurate bird count, the 
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winter roost was monitored at any one time by 4 pairs of surveyors stationed at 4 different 

locations. Both male and female Hen harriers were counted, with up to 14 confirmed birds 

recorded and more on other occasions. A dawn survey was carried out under the guidance of 

Dr Alan Mee and Tony Nagle of the Irish Raptor Study Group. Once the birds had dispersed, 

a search of the roost area was conducted to gather Hen harrier pellets. When analysed, these 

pellets will reveal what the birds were feeding on.  

The monitoring data is currently being 

collated and will be forwarded to the 

site owner, who is in regular contact 

with IRD Duhallow with regard to 

management options in the roost area. 

A preliminary report was forwarded to 

NPWS, and we look forward to 

working with the Government Agency 

on the management of Hen harrier in 

Duhallow. At a recent meeting it was 

agreed that NPWS and IRD Duhallow 

would collaborate on a Hen harrier 

satellite tracking programme. The aim 

is to share resources and information so that the best outcomes for Hen harrier can be 

achieved in terms of learning about their behaviour, especially in winter. Naturally this 

information should lead to better management of the birds, by informing locally led Agri-

environment schemes and other conservation management initiatives.  

We would like to thank all of our volunteers and staff who braved the elements and the Irish 

Raptor Study Group. Special praise is reserved for Dr Brin McDonnell of the Duhallow 

Birdwatch Group, due to his ongoing dedication and support for the project.   

EPA Research Project in bottom up approach to River Water Management 

The EPA project report “Delivering Integrated Catchment Management through the bottom-

up approach: A critical analysis” has been completed and is currently under review by the 

EPA.  The project examined various bottom up approaches to water management, both in 

Ireland and abroad, with a view to developing a process that might work best for the Irish 

settings. This research will be available for download of the EPA website by the middle of 

this year. For more information, contact John at 029 60633. 

Volunteers 

If you are interested in volunteering for bird watching, or conservation actions and wildlife management, please 

contact Nuala at 02960633, or leave your contact details at www.duhallowlife.com or email 

duhallow@irdduhallow.com  

IRD Duhallow’s LIFE projects would to acknowledge and thank all of the landowners, supporters and volunteers for their 

assistance with the project to date. If you would like further information or participation as a volunteer, please contact us 

on Tel: 029-60633 or check us out at www.duhallowLIFE.com or on facebook   

mailto:duhallow@irdduhallow.com
http://www.duhallowlife.com/

